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Program Mission Statement 
The mission of the Visual and Performing Arts Field of Study (FSVP) is to provide opportunities for 
students to engage in the arts as a means by which they can consider significant questions about themselves 
and the world.  To introduce students to the formal vocabulary, concepts and analytical tools needed to 
recognize and interpret works of art with a consideration for their cultural and historical contexts.  To 
introduce students to the methods and processes for the creation of works of art, and to foster student 
creativity. These goals will be accomplished through the following: 1) studying representative works of art 
and discussing them and writing analytical papers about them;  2) Learning and practicing the skills and 
methods required in the discipline by means of incremental creative and technical exercises, and 3) creating 
artwork of their own.  Courses in the FSVP include a wide range of styles and forms as well as a variety  
of cultural traditions. All FSVP courses are designed to provide students with the tools  
to analyze and interpret a variety of artworks as well as to create artworks themselves. 

Means of Assessment and Targets 

Learning Outcome 1 
Outcome Description Students will demonstrate a basic knowledge of the vocabulary and concepts 

required within the discipline.  They will be able to identify and discuss formal 
elements of an artwork and to recognize traditions and conventions used in a 
variety of artworks within the discipline studied. 

Target No more than 30% of students will be rated “unacceptable” on this objective. 



Data Source All students taking a course for FSVP credit will be assessed on this objective by 
the instructor as described in the process document. 

Means of Assessment Students’ achievement of this objective will be assessed using an embedded 
assessment item selected by the instructor. This may take the form of a creative 
project or other assignment or test/examination question –whatever is determined 
to be most appropriate for this learning objective. 

Means of Scoring Student work will be scored using a standardized rubric by faculty members 
teaching the courses. Scores will be reported for each category on the rubric in raw 
numbers for each scale point category. See attached rubric. 

Learning Outcome 2 
Outcome Description Students will be able to analyze and interpret visual and/or performance 

artworks with a consideration of their cultural and historical contexts. 

Target No more than 30% of students will be rated “unacceptable” on this objective. 

Data Source All students taking a course for FSVP credit will be assessed on this objective by 
the instructor as described in the process document. 

Means of Assessment Students’ achievement of this objective will be assessed using an embedded 
assessment item selected by the instructor. This may take the form of a creative 
project or other assignment or test/examination question –whatever is determined 
to be most appropriate for this learning objective. 

Means of Scoring Student work will be scored using a standardized rubric by faculty members 
teaching the courses. Scores will be reported for each category on the rubric in raw 
numbers for each scale point category. See attached rubric. 

Learning Outcome 3 
Outcome Description Students will demonstrate a basic understanding of the creative process as well as 

the acquisition of the skills necessary to implement their creative choices. 

Target No more than 30% of students will be rated “unacceptable” on this objective. 

Data Source All students taking a course for FSVP credit will be assessed on this objective by 
the instructor as described in the process document. 

Means of Assessment Students’ achievement of this objective will be assessed using an embedded 
assessment item selected by the instructor. This may take the form of a creative 
project or other assignment or test/examination question –whatever is determined 
to be most appropriate for this learning objective. 

Means of Scoring Student work will be scored using a standardized rubric by faculty members 
teaching the courses. Scores will be reported for each category on the rubric in raw 
numbers for each scale point category. See attached rubric. 
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Plan for Use and Dissemination 
How will data be used 
to make decisions? 

Individual faculty teaching a course being assessed will compare the course results 
to the aggregate results for the entire set of assessed courses to see if one or more 
of the learning objectives are not being met by a sufficient/expected number of 
students. Adjustments to the course will be made by the instructor to enhance 
attainment of the learning objectives in subsequent offerings of the course. 
 
If the General Education Committee sees that in the aggregate the targets are not 
being met, then it may initiate workshops and other activities involving all faculty 
teaching in the field of study. The goal will be to enable faculty to consider ways to 
increase the number of students obtaining the learning objectives. 

How will results be 
shared? 

Results from individual courses will be submitted via an on-line system to an 
individual designated by the General Education Committee. That individual will 
create a summary report for the General Education Committee’s use. All 
instructors teaching in the field of study will receive a copy of the report. The 
report will be posted on the Office of Institutional Effectiveness Web site and 
shared with senior academic administrators. 

 

 

Assessment Rubric for FSVP 
 
Learning Objective 1:     Students will demonstrate a basic knowledge of the vocabulary and concepts 
required within the discipline.  They will be able to identify and discuss formal elements of an artwork and 
to recognize traditions and conventions used in a variety of artworks within the discipline studied. 
 
Exemplary:         The student’s work demonstrates exceptional knowledge and implementation of the 
discipline’s vocabulary and concepts as well as an understanding of an artwork’s form and style in 
comparison with other artworks within and outside the discipline. 
 
Proficient:           The student’s work demonstrates a working knowledge of the discipline’s essential 
vocabulary and concepts as well as an understanding of an artwork’s form and style in comparison with 
other artworks within the discipline. 
 
Marginal:            The student’s work demonstrates familiarity with the discipline’s most basic vocabulary 
and concepts as well as recognition of the most obvious aspects of an artwork’s form and style in 
comparison with other artworks within the discipline. 
 
Unacceptable:   The student’s work demonstrates limited or inaccurate observational, descriptive and 
comparative abilities. 
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Learning Objective 2:     Students will be able to analyze and interpret visual and/or performance 
artworks with a consideration of their cultural and historical contexts. 
 
Exemplary:    Student is able to identify and discuss all relevant formal elements of an artwork in relation to 
prevalent and preceding aesthetic movements.  The student demonstrates an understanding of the work 
with reference to the historical and cultural tradition in which is created. The analysis is thorough, 
complex, reflective and insightful.        
 
Proficient:       Student is able to identify many relevant aspects of the artwork and demonstrates a basic 
knowledge of its relation to aesthetic movements and historical, cultural contexts.  The analysis is basic, but 
not particularly thorough nor complex. 
 
Marginal:        Student is able to identify one or two relevant aspects of the artwork, and is able to identify 
the aesthetic movement or style, but there is little understanding of the historical and cultural context.  The 
analysis is superficial and cursory. 
 
Unacceptable: The student is unable to identify formal elements and unable to analyze or discuss the work in 
any context outside of personal likes or dislikes.  
 
Learning Objective 3: Students will demonstrate a basic understanding of the creative process as well as 
the acquisition of the skills necessary to implement their creative choices.  
 
Exemplary:      The student’s artwork/composition/performance etc. demonstrates exceptional imagination 
and thought through the creative process including the qualities of initiative, independent insight, and 
application of the formal means of the discipline(s).  The artistic act/object reflects significant 
understanding of the formal vocabulary and abundant evidence of the skills required. 
 
Proficient:       The student’s artwork/composition/performance etc. demonstrates sufficient imagination 
and thought through the creative process including the qualities of initiative, independent insight, and 
application of the formal means of the discipline(s). The artistic act/object reflects adequate understanding 
of the formal vocabulary and satisfactory evidence of the skills required. 
 
Marginal:        The student’s artwork/composition/performance etc. demonstrates little imagination and 
thought through the creative process including the qualities of initiative, independent insight, and 
application of the formal means of the discipline(s).  The artistic act/object reflects little understanding of 
the formal vocabulary and partial evidence of the skills required. 
 
Unacceptable: The student’s artwork/composition/performance etc. demonstrates insufficient imagination 
and thought through the creative process including the qualities of initiative, independent insight, and 
application of the formal means of the discipline(s).  The artistic act/object fails to reflect an understanding 
of the formal vocabulary and does not reveal evidence of the skills required. 
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